All Saints-A				Contrary to the World
When we think of the Saints, we can see them as really different from us. Some of them really seem to march to a different drum. Saint Francis, who gave away his fortune and lived a life of abject poverty with all its misery, was ecstatically joyful. Saint Therese of Lisieux, who was crippled with disease, was glowingly peaceful. Saint Joseph of Cupertino, a mentally disabled 17th century monk, would go into ecstasy and levitate upon hearing the Name of Jesus and the Saints because of his deep love. (Saint Joseph of Cupertino is the patron St. of air travelers and people with a mental handicap.)
It is as if they know something we don't know, as if they are living in a world apart from ours. In the same way, if we are honest with ourselves, Jesus’ beatitudes can seem like so much nostalgic cotton candy: blessed, blessed, blessed, puppy dogs, rainbows, bunnies.
But as author Matthew Bolton put it, here is the way the world really works: Blessed are the rich in things and in self-assurance. Blessed are those untouched by loss. Blessed are the powerful. Blessed are those who are “realistic” about righteousness, compromising at every turn. Blessed are those who demand and exact an eye for an eye. Blessed are the crafty and opportunistic. Blessed are those bold enough to make war. Blessed are those who, doing good things, receive many accolades. Blessed are those who, following Jesus, are widely praised and adored. 
Bolton's path to blessedness is the opposite of what Jesus is preaching from his mountaintop, yet we think if we want to get ahead in this world then Bolton’s path is the one we are going to take. But get ahead in what? Money? Power? Fame? These are false paths that do not lead to the real finish line of the race we are running.
As author Christine Chakoian explains, the world's path to blessedness looks appealing because of its promise of health and happiness, and who would not want to have a healthy family or provide for their household? Yet, as we take it we inevitably find ourselves losing the very things we sought. 
We hurl ourselves at work, yet we find ourselves spending more and more time there at the expense of our relationships, with no guarantee of success. We pursue every medical test available, yet sooner or later our bodies fail us. We chase after power, but then find out we always have to defend it. We aspire to popularity, but then can never say anything controversial lest someone dislike us. The very things promised by the world's path are denied us!
Again, the path we are sold by our world is a false path that does not lead to God's finish line. The Saints kept the real finish line in their sights, and All Saints Day challenges us to realize what the real race of life is about, and where the real finish line lies, in knowing and doing God's will.
Loving enemies, forgiving repeatedly, serving other selflessly. To the world this looks ridiculous and those who do it are losers, but to God this is how we give Him glory and run in His race. Today we celebrate that all the Saints are gathered to cheer us on through the cross to God's finish line. Run in their footsteps, see with their vision, don't settle for less than Jesus’ victory. Be blessed! 
