30 OT-A				“The Kitten”		

Today’s Gospel is well known, so well-known that it may not have much of a punch for you anymore. But let’s take another look…

The Gospel simply has two primary characters: a lawyer and Jesus. Both are looking at the same law but see it differently. 

Remember, the lawyer is not like a lawyer today. Our Gospel lawyer is an expert on God’s law. The ten commandments and all the interpretations that surround them. He has dissected the law under a microscope: examined every letter, probed every punctuation mark, plotted every movement and direction. After enough dissecting no wonder, our lawyer thinks of the law as something sent to us by a distant lawgiver. The law was a tool, one our lawyer was now trying to use to trip up Jesus.

Jesus, however, has another perspective altogether. I once heard that there are two ways to study a cat: the first way is to dissect a dead cat in a laboratory; the second way is to toss a ball of yarn in front of a live one. Our lawyer dissected the law; Jesus tossed a ball of yarn in front of it!

Jesus knew the law was more than just a collection of rules. The law is God’s way of drawing close to his people … something God has been trying to do since the Fall. Far from being an old dusty rule book, Jesus knew first-hand that the law was part of a love story. A love story in which he was the leading man. We call this story, Salvation History. I subtitle it, “God Comes Close.”

Once, not upon a time for time had not yet been created, there was God. God was complete in Godself: Father – Son – Holy Spirit … Love Itself … always existing, ever new. 
This love, ageless and complete in itself, then did something exciting. Love poured itself out in generosity and creation came into existence. From darkness came light, from nothing came everything. And during this creation there was one whom God created in his own image: humanity. Humanity was in God’s image not because humanity had always been, for it had not; not because humanity was all-knowing or all-powerful, for it was not. Humanity was in God’s image because humanity was free, free to love. God saw his creation and said it was good. God and humanity were intimately close in the beginning … paradise.

But then humanity in its freedom wandered away from God. Sin entered creation … paradise lost. And God began his pursuit …

When the time was right, God approached humanity in the persons of Abraham and Sarah and promised to make their offspring as countless as the stars in the heavens or the sand on the beach. Abraham and Sarah said “yes” and God came closer.

When the time was right, God approached humanity in the persons of Moses and the Israelite slaves and promised he would be their God and they would be his Chosen People. Moses and the people said, “yes,” and God gave them the Law to bind them more closely to one another and him, and God came closer.

When the time was right, God approached humanity in the person of Mary and promised her child would be the Messiah, the Anointed One, God himself, who would bridge the gap between humanity and God, a gap that was the result of sin. Mary said, “yes,” and God came closer.

It is at this point in the Love story that the unimaginable happens. In God’s pursuit of fallen humanity God becomes human! God and humanity become one in Jesus Christ. 
This means now we serve our neighbor not just because God loves our neighbor and wishes all good things for them, but now we serve our neighbor because it is in our service of neighbors that we touch God.

Now by loving my neighbor I purify my gaze to see God. I open my heart to embrace God. St. John writes, “For whoever does not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” And God came closer.

Jesus knows this love story; indeed, he writes it. And it continues to unfold to this moment. God approaches humanity again in bread changed into his Body and wine changed into his Blood. God promises that if we will love our neighbors with our whole mind, heart, and soul, then we will again know the paradise of being intimately close to God. Abraham and Sarah said it; Moses and the Israelites said it; Mary said it. How about you? God stands ready to come close.
