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The guy at the end of today’s parable is the one who stands out. To scripture scholars he stands out because he only shows up in Matthew’s telling of the story, not Luke’s. But, as theologian David Lewicki (who I will reference throughout my homily) points out, to us this clown stands out because he stands in the banquet hall of the king, feasting at a grand table, but shows no evidence that he understands where he is. He is oblivious to the fact that this is a royal wedding party. Brought in off the street he shows no gratitude.

Theologian Cynthia Jarvis writes this guy is like the guy today who confesses Christ, is baptized, and then lives his life as it suits him. The guy is present for the festivals at Christmas and Easter but thinks nothing of the cost of discipleship. This guy is like all of us who are already included at the table but continue to live as though this were not the case. We put off the king’s call, make light of it, “work the fields,” go about our business, and even at times mistreat those who persist in reminding us that “all is ready.” 

Jesus warns us that the person who receives unmerited grace and does not respond with humility, compassion, kindness, and gratitude (aka: “puts on Christ”), this person will be judged just like those who beg off the king’s invitation altogether. The good news is that the King’s Hall is huge! This is why everyone is invited, all are welcomed, no one is left out of the king’s invitation. Further, it takes the king time to get through it. There is still time for us to read and understand the fine print in the scripture invitations we have received, and dress appropriately. 

“Clothing” in today’s parable equals “outward evidence of the inward transformation that occurs when a person is joined to Christ through baptism.” Galatians 3:27 … “For all of you who were baptized in Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” Colossians 3:12 … “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another…” Ephesians 4:24 … “and put on the new self, created in God’s way in righteousness and holiness of truth.” What we show up wearing matters!

In a world in which people are dividing themselves into smaller and more homogeneous groups, the random variety of every church gathering is a persistent image of the grace of the kingdom of God. Parishes can be ugly places when seen close up (callous, cruel, and small-minded), but parishes can also be seen as beautiful places (generous, loving, and just in ways that the world never is). At our baptism we each received a white garment as a symbol of our new identity as a disciple of Jesus Christ. At our funeral a white pall will be placed on our coffin. In-between we each weave together our own personal “wedding feast garment” by the life choices we make for Jesus, the Groom.

Catholic Services Appeal is a wonderful opportunity to work on our wedding garments. Through this freewill offering we can get our fingerprints all over our archdiocesan seminarian training, retired priest care, faith formation, ministry training, marriage preparation, Catholic Charity’s outreach, and so much more.

If you have already joined the effort, thank you. If you are still figuring out the extent to which you will be giving, but intend to, thank you. 

And if you are on the fence, listen to these final thoughts concerning today’s parable from the mind of theologian Sally Brown … “The wedding invitation has gone out. The question is not whether you can manage to fit this party into your schedule. This is the invitation that changes your schedule – and your life.”


