24 OT-A 				“Do Jesus’ Math”
So how are you at math? I'm all right, got through Advanced Calculus as I recall, but at first glance our gospel’s math doesn't add up.
This gospel doesn't add up. We share Peter's math: forgive 7 times. Peter is referencing the Torah and its instruction to forgive seven times, which means completely. This is what the number 7 means in the Torah (completely). But apparently “completely” is not enough for Jesus. It doesn't add up. The King's generosity in Jesus’ parable doesn't add up. If we calculate the years of working needed to pay off the size of the loan the king forgives, it will come out to around 640 years. The king forgives that size of a loan! It doesn't add up. The debt-forgiven servant not forgiving another who only owed him what would amount to about 6 months of wages after he has been given 640 years’ worth of debt forgiveness doesn't add up either. The gospel’s math doesn't add up.
Our current society’s math doesn't add up either. The word “compromise” is now heard as “sell out,” so we allow ourselves to be marched into dead-end allies like the marching band in the climatic parade scene in the movie “Animal House.”  We crush ourselves in a pile against a brick wall rather than compromise. It doesn’t add up. “Revenge” is sold to us as “Justice,” so we escalate and escalate rendering more evil for evil for evil for evil until it is all burnt to the ground and compassion lies dead in a ditch... chalked up as “unavoidable collateral damage.” It doesn't add up. Two brothers don't speak to each other for over 30 years because of a grudge. They say it's a matter of principle. But it doesn't add up.
Jesus, however, offers us a different math. In today's translation from Matthew Jesus tells Peter to forgive 77 times, in other translations Jesus says to forgive 70 x 7 times. Regardless of the translation Jesus is saying the same thing: 70 x 7 equals Jesus! 70 x 7 equals unlimited forgiveness. 70 x 7 equals unmerited forgiveness. 70 x 7 equals unbelievable forgiveness. Today's good news is that with Jesus’ math 70 x 7 equals our forgiveness, equals our share in God’s mercy, equals our new start.
When Jesus’ math touches negotiations compromise happens and a path forward opens. When Jesus’ math touches hardened hearts, compassion happens and a destructive cycle of evil for evil ends. When Jesus’ math touches feuding brothers, they speak to one another.
Here is today's gospel Truth with a capital “T,” plain and simple. We are here only through Jesus’ touch of us with his mercy; only through Jesus’ unlimited, unmerited, and unbelievable forgiving touch of us. And know this: Jesus forgives our debt with a loan... a loan to be paid back through our forgiveness of those who owe us. Forget this and nothing will add up right for us and Jesus. Remember this and nothing will stand between us and Jesus.
