19 OT-A			“Jump In”				

My first homily preached as a priest was on today’s Gospel…

33 years ago, August 7, I jumped into all of this and have been treading water ever since! I want to be like the Spirit of God hovering over the waters, partnering with God to bring order to chaos, light to darkness, beginnings, and fresh starts. (I was anointed for this!)  But over and over again I get in over my head. Constant neediness and the 24/7 on call responsibility tug at me like ankle weights in the deep end.

Priest meetings, deanery meetings, archdiocesan meetings…
World issues, national issues, incompetence issues, sin issues…
Past mistakes, future problems, present anxieties…
Masses, funerals, baptisms, confessions, hospital runs and anointings of the sick and dying…
And my knee this morning is feeling “tweaky!”

As my fear rises that I am not going to get it all done, or bring it all together, or get it right, I can sink deeper and deeper into the chaotic waters of pastoring until my nose if bobbing for air.

And I know I’m not alone in this pool’s deep end. I’m not the only follower of Jesus trying to partner with God in our chaotic world.

You parents are trying to raise kids of faith in a world where expectations grow exponentially with every new trend that get pushed out. The list of “essentials” keeps growing while available time shrinks. You volunteers try to broach community needs with talents and resources that are diminished almost as fast as your time is burned away. Ministers among us work to advance our parish outreach and parish worship, the requirements of which get piled on fewer and fewer shoulders willing to step into the gap.

You’re all up to your neck in it, and fear if you pause too long from your constant kicking of your feet – even for an instant – it’s all over! We’re all sunk.

If this is you, notice what Jesus tells his terrified disciples in the storm: “Take courage, Ego Eimi (I Am), do not be afraid.” Jesus tells us, I Am God, don’t fear… I have been at this walking on the water from the beginning. Recall the Gospel of John’s opening words:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… All things came to be through him and without him nothing came to be…”

Recall the Bible’s first words as recorded in Genesis:

“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters…”

This isn’t Jesus’ first rodeo! Jesus Christ has already hovered over those waters; Jesus hovers over ours’s now. And what is he doing as he walks on our chaotic waters? Genesis continues:

“And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light…”
Light in the darkness! John’s Gospel says it this way:

“What came to be through [the Word] was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Don’t be afraid of drowning, “Ego Eimi,” I Am God.
Don’t be afraid of failing, “I Am the Word.
Don’t be afraid of the chaos, I walk on top of it and I will grab your hand.

The prophet Isaiah spoke this promise Jesus makes to us in anticipation of this very moment in our life:

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I Am… I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. For I am the Lord, your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do not fear; I will help you.”

“Ego Eimi,” I AM, don’t be afraid. “I Save” is literally what the name “Jesus” means!

So reach out and grab Jesus’ extended hand!
Grab Jesus’ hand:	Grab it through our praying together.
Grab Jesus’ hand:	Grab it though our community life together.
Grab Jesus’ hand:	Grab it through our discipleship together.

The Word of God hovers over the waters of chaos for one reason; to create something new. And just as Peter was summoned into those waters and into that mission of “walking on those waters,” so too our baptisms have immersed each of us into Jesus’ creative / redemptive work.

Back when I was a young boy, just at the beginning of my experience of life in this world, I unwittingly stumbled across the mission Jesus invites all of us “Peters” to share. Seeking to decorate my newly acquired (not-shared-with-my-brothers) bedroom, I found an old wall plaque in our basement to hang on my wall. It was a plaque of the St. Francis Prayer for Peace… a prayer for all the “Peters” among us, who summoned by God, are “walking on the water,” co-creating something new for the glory of God the Father.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, let me sow forgiveness.
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith.
Where there is despair, let me sow hope.
Where there is darkness, let me sow light.
Where there is sadness, let me sow joy.

Holding tight to Jesus, transform chaos, darkness, and fear into beauty, light, and faith.
Or as Peter himself will write in his first letter to believers: 

“Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has summoned (baptized) you to do, and he will grant you his blessing.”

Best dreams I ever have are the ones in which I can fly! Hovering above everything, I freely dart about like sparks in a fire… unrestrained, joy-filled, fearless. The best flying dream I have ever had to this day was the one in which my Grandpa Nicolas was flying around with me… hand-in-hand soaring over everything.

Imagine “living the dream;” hand-in-hand with one another and Christ; co-re-creating God’s world into the Kingdom of Heaven for the glory of God the Father. 

Courageously through Jesus, with Jesus, and in Jesus; in the unity of the Holy Spirit, birthing glory and honor for God the Father. Wow, can’t you almost taste it? As a matter of fact, yes, you can.
