4 Easter A			The Lord’s Prayer

“Mystagogy” (the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost) is a time for developing a deeper understanding of that which we do or pray as Catholics. Today I want to explore The Lord’s Prayer: our core mission statement as the Mystical Body of Christ.

The key to a deeper understanding of this foundational prayer Jesus taught his disciples, when they asked how we should pray, is found in its first pre-immanent petition… “Our Father, who art in heaven, HALLOWED be thy Name.”

Hallowing God’s Name is much more, you see, than simply not swearing with it! Hallowing God’s Name means understanding and doing what the Prophet Ezekiel said centuries upon centuries ago. [Read from Fr. Lohfink’s book, “The Our Father: A New Reading.”]

You see, in asking that God’s Name be hallowed we are asking God to:
· Accept the people of God
· Assemble that people from their dispersion
· Make that people again to be one people
· Give that people a new heart, and
· Fill that people with holy Spirit.

In praying “hallowed by thy Name” we are asking for UNITY, and all that follows in the Lord’s Prayer serves that UNITY. God’s will being done; trusting in God’s daily care; forgiving one another; and deliverance from evil that would divide us. Praying “hallowed be thy Name” is asking that our whole existence as the New Covenant People of God serve unity! This is the very thing Jesus himself prays for at the Last Supper where he instituted Holy Eucharist. “I pray Father that they be one, as you and I are one.”

Understand what you are saying when you pray the Lord’s Prayer!
There is a good reason the priest introduces it in Mass with the words, “we DARE to say.”

Think about this… when we pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name,” who is doing the hallowing? God or us? Both! Speaking these words means, therefore, that I am praying that nothing gets in the way of the unity that God deserves. So, if I am not contributing to God’s desired unity for God’s People, then I am praying that God GET ME OUT OF HIS WAY!

Our Communion with one another at this altar is a witness to the world of our desire to “hallow” God’s Name. May our Communion strengthen the unity that gives all glory and honor to God the Father forever and ever. AMEN

