3 Easter-A			First Communion Whoppers

I want to thank you parents for bringing your children to this threshold moment in their walk with Jesus. I know you are like me right now, remembering your own First Communions. 

I remember it was a family celebration where I was at the center of attention! I remember my parents’ excitement that I was at this threshold! I remember feeling like I was going to be joined more intimately to the big group! And the longer in the tooth I get, the more I remember nostalgically how simple my life was back then before life’s complications set in! All these wonderful memories fill my heart as your children make their First Communion, and I know I am not alone.

But kids, this day is for you! Jesus’ promised Holy Spirit is yours! Jesus speaks directly to you saying, “I am the real deal! I’m the one for you! I came so you might have life and have it more abundantly.”

This is YOUR day. You all look like little brides and grooms. (This is why I am wearing my 33-year-old ordination stole which was made from my mother’s wedding dress from 68 years ago.) It’s fitting that you kids look like little brides and grooms because today your relationship with Jesus goes to a deeper level of intimacy…

Jesus gives himself to you completely with the words, “Take and eat, this is my Body which is given up for you.” Some ask me “how?” Let me show you… [BOX illustration of transubstantiation]

Jesus gives himself to you completely with the words, “Take and drink, this is my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant…” You are entering into this “new covenant” with Jesus today! 

Jesus gives himself completely to you today so you can now give yourselves completely back to Jesus. But what will that look like? [Whoppers story] … Giving yourself completely back to Jesus will look like caring for others.

Children today is simultaneously both your First Communion Day and your Most Recent Communion Day! Hereafter today will always be special, like a person’s wedding day. 

But just like the most important day in a marriage is always how you live those wedding vows today, so too your most recent Communion will always be your most important Communion because it is how you will live your new covenant with Jesus today.

Now let us come together to the altar where Jesus is waiting to become one with us.
