Passion Sunday-A			The Psalms

Jesus grew up reciting the psalms. He memorized them. He was the inspiration of their creation. Jesus knew the psalms intimately. So, it is telling that when he was at his weakest, of all the psalms that he could have called to mind, it was psalm 22 he chose to speak... the first words of which we spoke just minutes ago, "My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”

These FIRST words of psalm 22 speak to where we are when we find ourselves upon our crosses: our Good Friday experiences of ill health, exhaustion, betrayal, suffering and death. It is at these cross-moments that Satan’s voice rings in our ears as it did in Jesus’ ears. (“There is no God, and if there is He certainly has abandoned you. You can’t trust God. If God really loves you, He will save you FROM this pain, this loss, this cross.”)

“He will save you FROM it!” There lies the devil’s trick; the devil’s temptation to despair and to not trust God. This temptation is poignant because in our pain and fear our first utterance is almost always “WHY?”

But Jesus knows these FIRST words of psalm 22 end with its LAST words proclaiming where our trust in God’s promises will take us…

	God does not scorn our suffering.
	The poor will be filled; their hearts will live forever.
	All the world will bow before God’s dominion.

The LAST words of psalm 22 declare God can be trusted, not because he saves us FROM our cross, but because He saves us THROUGH our cross! 

We heard it all back at Christmas: Jesus is Emanuel (God with us) … not (as St. Paul writes to the Philippians) just emptying himself by being born human but emptying himself by embracing the death-consequence of our human sin THROUGH his crucifixion. So too God will save you THROUGH your cross.

Psalm 22 ultimately declares God is trustworthy, God will deliver us, and as the last line of the psalm declares, “God has done it!” The LAST word is God’s, and that word is RESURRECTION.

