Holy Thursday-A			A Destructive Blow

Our scripture tonight reveals the heart of what we are here to remember, the meaning behind our Holy Thursday ritual.

Exodus delivered God’s pivotal promise: “Seeing the blood, I will pass over you… no destructive blow will come upon you.” No DESTRUCTIVE blow…

It is important for us to notice this detail of God’s promise, if we are going to really grasp what we do here tonight. The “trial” that God’s People are facing by painting Lamb blood over their doors is a plague that comes over ALL people in Egypt, not just a select few. So, the issue at hand for us is NOT whether as God’s People we will face a trial, the issue is how God’s People will weather the trial! Will it destroy us?

Psalm 116 reminds us tonight that “our blessing cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.” In other words, our blessing cup is an intimate fellowship, a closeness and unity with the Blood of Christ (Jesus’ sacrifice). In plain speak: our Eucharist is our participation in the Sacrifice of Jesus. God’s “I will pass over you” promise does not mean we can avoid Jesus’ sacrifice, but rather that this sacrifice we endure will not result in a “destructive blow.”

So, you see tonight the question is not whether there will be a cross in my life, there always is. The question is whether I will choose to “paint my doorpost with the Lamb’s blood,” so to speak. Whether I will join my cross to Jesus’ rendering it “a sacrifice to the Father.” And how would I do that? How do I take the Blood of the Lamb (the sacrifice) I share in Holy Eucharist and mark myself for God? Our Gospel shows us: FOOT WASHING.

Empowered at baptism by the Holy Spirit’s Gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and Fear of the Lord, my foot washing looks like the Holy Spirit’s Fruits of patience, joy, kindness, continence, goodness, faith, chastity, long-suffering, modesty, peace, gentleness, and charity.

Marking ourselves for God through our lifetime’s foot washing of others in this way, God’s pivotal promise first uttered back in Egypt to His Chosen People is fulfilled in us. Jesus saves us from death’s destructive blow.

