1st Sunday of Lent				“The Clock Ticks”
The effect of that first sin of humanity’s parents was that a clock started to tick. Death entered this world. We each received an expiration date. The clock began to tick.
What was their sin? They didn’t want to depend on God. They didn’t want to need to trust God. They wanted to BE God. And so, the clock began to tick.
Every year when this particular story from Genesis comes – the creation story – I find myself wondering why did God put that tree of forbidden fruit in the garden in the first place? Why did God put temptation snap dab right in the middle of paradise? Then in my prayer it dawned on me that God put the tree of forbidden fruit in paradise so that our “yes” to God’s Will would have value. God wants our “yes” to have meaning. And if we can’t say “no,” then our “yes” means nothing. God wants our “yes” to have value, so he put the tree in the garden, but we said “no.” The fruit of temptation was eaten and the clock started ticking.
Today we hear of Jesus’ journey in the desert and his facing our temptations, and where we said “no” to God Jesus says “yes.” Yes, I will depend on God for my food and sustenance in my daily demeanor. Yes, I will put all my trust in God without any tests or qualification trials. Yes, I will worship God alone above everything else. Yes, yes, yes.
Jesus’ “yes” spoken to God in the desert would be repeated throughout his ministry, for the same temptations would keep assailing him. Ultimately it will be on the cross when all the temptations will return in full force: “If you are the Son of God, get yourself down off that cross! Angels will minister to you. If you are the Son of God save yourself and us. If you are the Son of God…” Again, Jesus refuses to eat the forbidden fruit; refused to say “no” to God’s Will and put his life into God’s hands… and we were saved. 
We are saved, but the clock continues to tick. Why? Because that tree of temptation remains in our garden. God still wants our “yes” to have value, so God continues to provide an opportunity to say “no.” But on this side of the cross, on this side of resurrection, we have Jesus Christ to show us the way, the path, the “yes,” and the means to resist temptation. And should we fall Jesus stands ready to forgive us and pick us up again. Now the ticking of the clock is no longer a ticking of condemnation, but it is a ticking of opportunity… an opportunity to say “yes” to God’s Will.
As a parish community we exist to create opportunities to say “yes” to God; opportunities to resist temptation; opportunities to grow closer to Jesus. [Just read our bulletin or website to see the season’s opportunities.]
We have all these opportunities to change our hearts, turn away from sin, and be faithful to the Gospel, but it still will take our “yes.” There is only so much time… 
