Mary, Mother of God-2026

Loretto Litany
“Theotokos,” A name for Mary, that inspired by the Holy Spirit, we as a Church came to call Jesus’ mother. A name which translated means, “Mother of God”.

We didn’t easily come to call Mary this. There was a huge argument over it. How can we call Mary the Mother of “GOD”? God always has been. God is not created. Call Mary the mother of Jesus, but don’t call her the Mother of God! 

But the Church decided that because of the mystery of the Incarnation (the truth that we cannot separate Jesus’ divinity from his humanity…THE mystery we celebrate in the Christmas season) We can and should call Mary the Mother of God. “Theotokos.” This is what we celebrate today.
Over the centuries we have assigned many other titles to Mary as we honor her, as did Jesus. In fact, I have a challenge. A challenge to see how many titles for Mary we can name. 
Now the challenge will be based on an old prayer I found in my Catholic Prayer Book entitled “The Litany of Loreto”. This prayer is a litany to our Lady where we ask for Mary’s intercession in our lives. In it there are 49 titles for Mary. Let’s see how many of these we can name…
Holy Mary, pray for us.
Holy Mother of God, pray for us.
Holy Virgin of virgins, pray for us.
Mother of Christ, pray for us.
Mother of divine grace, pray for us.
Mother most pure, pray for us.
Mother most chaste, pray for us.
Mother inviolate, pray for us.
Mother undefiled, pray for us.
Mother most amiable, pray for us.
Mother most admirable, pray for us.
Mother of good counsel, pray for us.
Mother of our Creator, pray for us.
Mother of our Savior, pray for us.
Mother of the Church, pray for us.
Virgin most prudent, pray for us.
Virgin most venerable, pray for us.
Virgin most renowned, pray for us.
Virgin most powerful, pray for us.
Virgin most merciful, pray for us.
Virgin most faithful, pray for us.
Mirror of justice, pray for us.
Seat of wisdom, pray for us.
Cause of our joy, pray for us.
Spiritual vessel, pray for us.
Vessel of honor, pray for us.
Singular vessel of devotion, pray for us.
Mystical rose, pray for us.
Tower of David, pray for us.
Tower of ivory, pray for us.
House of gold, pray for us.
Ark of the covenant, pray for us.
Gate of Heaven, pray for us.
Morning star, pray for us.
Health of the sick, pray for us.
Refuge of sinners, pray for us.
Comforter of the afflicted, pray for us.
Help of Christians, pray for us.
Queen of angels, pray for us.
Queen of patriarchs, pray for us.
Queen of prophets, pray for us.
Queen of apostles, pray for us.
Queen of martyrs, pray for us.
Queen of confessors, pray for us.
Queen of virgins, pray for us.
Queen of all saints, pray for us.
Queen conceived without Original Sin, pray for us.
Queen assumed into Heaven, pray for us.
Queen of the most holy Rosary, pray for us.
Queen of peace, pray for us.

Now as interesting as it may be to name titles for Mary, the Mother of God; tonight I find myself wondering... what titles would Mary give to each of us? 
(After all, in the end this is going to be most important.)
Seems like in the end we must be called more than just an UK or UL fan; an avid bingo player; or a successful coach. We must be called more than a powerful president, or ingenious inventor, or famous actor. Even more than a wonderful father or mother; husband or wife; friend or neighbor; priest or nun.

For those of us who gather in this place to praise our God, only one title can do, only one title can save, only one title is worth sacrificing ourselves for: “Disciple of Jesus!” 
This year’s countdown to the New Year will go right down to the second. One second is not much time…but it is enough time to say “Yes”. In this way Mary is our model in that she said “yes” to God’s Will.

Mary is also our model in that she spent the rest of her life living that “yes” through all her other relationships, never allowing herself to become separated from her son, Jesus.

Perhaps one of our New Year’s resolutions can be to more fully live our “yes” to God through our praise and practice; through our relationships; and through our sacrifices.  
May we each be called a “disciple of Jesus.”
