Holy Family 2025			“Stories”

Christmas means family… in too tight proximity to one another!

In our Christmas family gatherings, all the indiocentricities of our various “family characters” come out don’t they:

	The crazy uncle who never leaves the basement because he is watching three ball games on three televisions at the same time.

	The tacky new girlfriend of a nephew who wants to share about her promiscuous past way more than anyone in the family wants to hear!

	The family priest who always comes to family parties tired and who messes up seating arrangements because he is not paired up.

This got me thinking about how we each are unique “stories” and collectively (depending on the collection of “stories” that make up a parish) a parish is shaped by these stories.

St. Francis Xavier parish, for instance, is known to be a “welcoming community of faith.” This isn’t just a motto we slapped on a banner; it is the result of the stories of kindness and welcoming that make up the parishioners of our history.

The quality of any disciple’s “story” (our Catholic faith tells us) depends on the role that Jesus Christ plays in it. (Is Jesus a main protagonist or a sideline?)

If Jesus is a main protagonist of our story then it seems to me we will see themes such as…

	“Forgiveness rather than grudges”

	“Dying to self rather than me-first”

	“First fruits rather than leftovers”

	“Love lived rather than love idealized”

	“Gratitude-driven rather than fear-driven”

As 2025 comes to a close now is a good time for each of us to review the story we are writing. Remember, so long as we have a breath to draw our story is in pencil!
