Christmas-2025			“Wrapping Presents”
[Display my various wrapping methods.] 
I have become a bit of an expert in my day at wrapping presents; here are examples… The trick is to match the wrap to the gift. But how do we wrap God's gifts to us?
Throughout our Advent we have been exploring the Gifts of the Holy Spirit that God delights in giving us:
Wisdom, a desire to contemplate God through creation. Understanding, the ability to see the reasonability of our faith. Counsel, an insight into what God would have us do in life. Fortitude, a strength to follow through on what God's Counsel reveals. Knowledge, the ability to see ourselves as God sees us. Piety, a motivation to worship God from a place of love. Fear of the Lord, a desire to not offend God from a place of love and not punishment avoidance.
These are God's Seven Gifts to us, but how do you wrap two desires, a strength, an insight, two abilities, and a motivation? You embody the experience. 
You embody the desires for wisdom and a fear of the Lord; you embody the abilities to understand and to see ourselves as God sees us; you embody the motivation to worship; you embody the insight of counsel; and you embody the strength to follow through.
This is what we are celebrating this Christmas, that God embodied and delivered his gifts to us through his Son, Jesus. 
Here is how Saint Paul explained it to the Philippians: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”
Merry Christmas! Jesus “emptied himself” and was born one of us, as a tiny vulnerable, love- needing baby. 
Now, of course Saint Paul himself never celebrated Christmas because in his day the Holy Spirit had not yet inspired the Church to create this holiday. Rather, Saint Paul's eyes were fixed on Easter, the celebration to which Christmas points. It will be there at Easter that our Christmas present from God will be ultimately unwrapped; where Jesus will ultimately “empty himself” so as to give the Holy Spirit’s sevenfold gifts of holiness “to the many.”
Today we throw a birthday party celebrating that God the Father gives us the gift of God the Son through whom we received the Holy Spirit’s gifts for holiness. 
And kind of like that sweater your mom once wrapped up and gave you, perhaps the best way to say thank you is to wear it!
