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Today's Gospel is the beginning of Jesus’ teaching on the mountain. And obviously Jesus is teaching us something about blessing, but what does he want us to know? Let's try an experiment: I'll say a word and then I'll guess the word that comes into your head. Let's see if this works.
APPLE...	RED
BUBBLE... 	BATH
BLESSED...	WELL TO DO???
Did I get this right? I believe most think being blessed means having things go our way. I believe most think being blessed means being rich in the world's eyes. Folks have always thought this way, even the disciples! Yet, when we look at these people Jesus says are blessed in today's Gospel, something is not right. These people are poor in the eyes of the world. What is Jesus trying to teach us?
Remember the story of the rich young man who comes to Jesus. [Recap story] The disciples stressed out! Why were the disciples so stressed? Because the rich were supposed to be blessed! Jesus responds, “with God all things are possible.” In other words, it is all in God's hands. It is all God's initiative. 
I believe Jesus is teaching us a similar lesson today. In the world's eyes these Gospel folk are poor. They are the ones you push around; walk over; take advantage of. Yet, Jesus says they are blessed. Why? 
Because God takes the initiative to draw close to them. They are blessed because God is attracted to them, prefers their company. And God's company is really what blesses a person.
Our Gospel poor are blessed because God chooses to draw close to them and make his home with them. And it is this initiative of God that we celebrate together today. 
God reaches out to us from our altar and draws us closer to himself. Let us celebrate that because God draws close to us, we are blessed.

