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Why are we here? What are we looking for? How are we to act? Basic questions of faith. Answers can be gleaned from still more questions: Who is Jesus? Who are we? Who do we want to be?

Who is Jesus? Today’s scripture answers he is immediate, determined, and gentle. Upon hearing of the end of John’s ministry and his imprisonment by Herod, Jesus immediately withdraws to Galilee leaving his life in Nazareth behind. Rather than withdrawing into safety, however, Jesus steps right into Herod’s domain (Galilee) and with bold determination takes up John’s message of repentance as he brings God’s light to that world’s darkness. Yet, Jesus’ light is not a harsh light like a florescent bulb that exposes our every flaw. Rather, Jesus’ light is soft like that of a candle that gently highlights our beauty as it heals. Jesus was a gentle flame that even hurricanes could not extinguish. 
Jesus immediately takes up God’s mission determined to bring its light to the world’s darkness, in order to gently deliver His message: “Repent!” This is who Jesus is.

Who are we? St. Paul describes quarrels. The quarreling has not ended. Is this us? We will hear, “I am the Pope’s.” “I am for Rahner.” “I’m for restoration.” “I’m for reform.” “I’m for change.” “I’m for tradition.” Has Rahner saved us? Is it the Pope who has been crucified for us? Have we been baptized in the name of tradition or of change? Quarreling continues. Is this us? “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand.”

Mother Theresa once described the worldly as people who are often unreasonable, illogical, self-centered, accusing, false friends, enemies, cheats, destroyers, jealous, forgetful of good deeds, and insatiable. Is this us? “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”

Voices of concern from within our own parish family question the depth of our commitment today. They point out that ministries opened sixty-five years ago to the laity now struggle to be filled because many prefer to have others take care of them. More and more worshippers seem to want to sit on the sidelines and coach from the bleachers. Is this us? “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”

Who do we want to be? Want to be a disciple of Jesus? Living as a disciple of Jesus requires more than just being called. (Remember that the rich young man who walked away sad from Jesus was called. Remember that Judas Iscariot was called.) 

Living as a disciple of Jesus requires not only being called but also requires allowing ourselves to become instruments of Christ. Andrew and Peter, James and John, Mother Theresa and Dr. King, all accomplished this as they brought Christ’s light into places and relationships. What about you? What about me? Do we want to be a disciple?

We may protest, I’m not strong like that. But here is the great paradox of discipleship: it is not our strength that ultimately matters. 

We would-be disciples need to ask not “Am I strong enough to be a disciple of Jesus?” but “Am I weak enough to be a disciple of Jesus?” Our weakness (not our strength) becomes the background that amplifies the Light of Christ shining through us. 
God chooses the weak because they must depend on God. As today’s psalm says, for a disciple “the Lord is my light and my salvation,” not my own strength or power. 

Ask yourself, Can I allow Christ’s light and not my own be my salvation? Can I step away from my familiar patterns, comfortable opinions, and safe relationships so as to go on an adventure of discovery to places only Christ can lead?

Mother Theresa’s description of worldly people also came with an exhortation to would-be disciples. 

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered; forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false friends, and some true enemies; be successful anyway. If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; be honest and frank anyway. What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; build anyway. If you find serenity and happiness, others may be jealous; be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will forget tomorrow; do good anyway.

For you see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway.

Why are we here today? It is between us and God. We are here so we can each hear this question from Jesus. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

