Tuesday, December 23, ‘25		“Knowledge”

Today Psalm 25 says, “Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior.” It can be said that this psalmist is seeking his purpose in life. The Holy Spirit’s Gift of Knowledge empowers us to discern God’s paths for our lives.

This fifth Gift of the Holy Spirit, Knowledge, is often confused with both the gift of Wisdom and the gift of Understanding. Like Wisdom, the gift of Knowledge is the perfection of faith, but whereas the gift of Wisdom gives us the desire to judge all things according to the truths of the Catholic faith, the gift of Knowledge provides the actual ability to do so. 

Like Counsel, the Holy Spirit’s Gift of Knowledge is aimed at providing insight into our actions in this life. But whereas the gift of Counsel blesses us with an intuitional insight that builds upon our human reasoning ability, in a limited way, the gift of Knowledge allows us to see the circumstances of our life the way that God sees them. 

Through this Gift of the Holy Spirit, with divine perspective, we can determine God’s purpose for our lives and live them accordingly.

Can you begin to see the matrix of support the Gifts of the Holy Spirit afford us in our quest to know God’s paths? The Holy Spirit’s Gift of Wisdom blesses us with the desire to contemplate the things of God, while His gift of Understanding blesses us with the ability to grasp what we contemplate. 

Meanwhile the Holy Spirit’s Gift of Counsel blesses us with an intuition into what God would have us do while His Gift of Fortitude blesses us with the ability to do it. 

Concurrently the Holy Spirit’s Gift of Knowledge blesses us with an ability to see ourselves as God sees us and so determine our purpose. 

As we approach our Christmas celebration realize the gifts we are currently given to desire and grasp the things of God as we intuit and are strengthened to do what God would have us do, seeing ourselves as God sees us. 

In the Christmas season we will explore the final two Gifts of the Holy Spirit - Piety and the Fear of the Lord - and how they complete our sanctification toolbox.

