Tues, December 2, ‘25	“The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit for Holiness”

It's not hard to notice that the Prophet Isaiah plays and important role in our Advent and Christmas preparations. We will hear extensively from his writings throughout these seasons as he points to the future fulfillment of God’s promises to His people. Advent and Christmas are celebrations of God’s fulfillment of His promises in Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, as we begin a new Church year, I want to use our Tuesday Masses to explore what our Advent prophet declares in 11: 2-3… the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord. It is through these gifts that we are transformed into holiness, and being transformed in holiness is the goal of our discipleship!

All Christians in a state of Grace (in an unbroken relationship with God) have the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit present within them. This is what happens when the life of God takes up residence, or abides, in our hearts. 

This life of God we call “sanctifying grace.” It first takes up residence within us at our Baptism when we are each immersed into the very triune life of God and then is strengthened at our Confirmation. 

The reason God gives us these seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit is to complete and perfect our natural virtues as we say “yes” to the gifts’ influences. The more we say “yes”, the more we will respond to the Holy Spirit’s promptings as if by instinct.

Each of the next five Tuesdays we will explore just how each of the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit are meant to help us become holy. We will train ourselves to see these “fingerprints” of God in our life’s joys and struggles. 

Let this new Church year be the year we each come to cooperate more fully with the Holy Spirit’s promptings within our hearts. Let these preparations of our minds help us more deeply say “yes” to God’s daily promptings.

