Lateran Basilica-C1			The Big “C”
What is the Lateran Basilica we celebrate today? It is the cathedral of the Diocese of Rome. Pope Leo is its Bishop (as Archbishop Shelton is ours.) 
It has a unique history: 
(1) The early Church was persecuted until 313 AD when the edict of Milan made Christianity a kind of state religion in the Roman Empire. Emperor Constantine gave the newly legalized church a palace that belonged to the Lateran family and then built a basilica on the site of the former barracks of the imperial guard. 
(2) In 324AD Pope Sylvester (33rd pope) dedicated it. 
(3) Earthquakes damaged it in the 4th and 10th centuries, so it had to be practically rebuilt by Pope Anastasius III (the 121st pope). 
(4) In 1308 and 1361 huge fires caused great damage that wasn't really corrected until 1726 by Pope Benedict the 13th (our 246th pope). 
(5) In 1938 new flooring was put in by Pope Pius XI (our 260th pope). 
(6) Today Pope Leo (our 268th pope) runs it.
We celebrate today the Lateran Basilica, a great church, but we celebrate more. We celebrate the big “C” church that it serves. In other words, we celebrate us!
There is a huge difference between church with a little “c” and Church with a big “C.” The first is a location, a building, a place. The second is the Mystical Body of Christ. 
We have spent much effort over the last 60 years trying to get ourselves to realize the difference. Trying to get people to think of themselves as Church and not just some building. I believe we have made good progress. Let the Church say “Amen!”
I came across a stewardship prayer that really captures this truth. 
Dear Heavenly Father, My parish is composed of people like me; I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, If I invite and bring them.
It will make generous gifts to many causes, If I am a generous giver.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will be a parish of loyalty and love, fearlessness and faith, filled with a spirit of compassion, mercy, and charity. If I, who make it is what it is, am filled with this spirit.
Therefore, with Your help, O God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all things that I want my parish to be. Amen.
Big “C” Church is us, all our strengths and all our weaknesses, all our hopes and aspirations, all our wounds and struggles. 
Big “C” Church is us, and God gets to us through us. 
As we partner with God in this may we be transformed.
