All Souls Day 2025			Our Connection Through Christ
Today we celebrate All Souls Day. As a kid I used to get confused as to what exactly we were celebrating today. Were we celebrating Saints? Was All Souls Day about ghosts and Halloween? It has something to do with the dead but what? What are we celebrating? Well to answer this let's start with what we are NOT celebrating.
There are several opinions out in the world as to what happens to us when we die. Some choose to believe in “resuscitation,” that the next life is simply a continuation of this life in some other place into which we evolve. Catholics don't believe this. Some choose to believe in “reincarnation,” that we are recycled back into this life. Catholics do not believe this either. Some choose to believe we simply stop existing, end of story. Catholics certainly don't believe this.
 Catholics believe in “resurrection,” an intentional act of God on our behalf. Resurrection is an act of God that does not violate our free choice as manifested in our decisions and actions in this life but affirms our decisions and actions and brings them to fruition, especially our decision and action to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Today we celebrate our connection with one another through Jesus Christ. Think of it like this, picture a bicycle wheel. [DRAW??]
The wheel’s stokes are all connected by the center of the wheel, the hub. Likewise, Jesus Christ is the center of God's Kingdom, and all of his disciples are like stokes that connect to that center. The wheel stokes are connected to one another through that center. 
On All Souls Day we celebrate that even death cannot separate disciples from Jesus Christ, and because we are still connected to our dead through our center (Jesus) we can effectively pray for them. 
All Saints Day is similar in that we likewise remain connected to these past successful disciples, and because we are still connected to them through our center (Jesus) they can effectively pray for us.
All of this is made possible through our connection to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. We call this “connection” discipleship. But here is the thing, just like resurrection doesn't just happen, neither does discipleship just happen. Discipleship takes intentionality on our part just as resurrection takes intentionality on God's part.
Thanks to the good work of Dr. Sherry Waddell, author of “Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus,” I have come to learn that there are five identifiable thresholds any would-be disciple must pass through. Intentionally passing through these five thresholds in all facets of our life creates intimacy with Jesus Christ; connects us to Jesus Christ. 
The first threshold is trust. This first threshold we must pass through is one where we nurture a disposition of vulnerability that can lead to new encounters. Trust is needed in order for our defenses to go down. Normally this threshold takes someone to serve as a “bridge of trust” for us some, someone we can feel at ease around.
The second threshold is curiosity. This threshold we must pass through awakens the explorer within us. Curiosity usually occurs in three stages: awareness (an “aha” moment or a “speed bump” in our path), engagement (questions asked) and exchange (dialogue ensues).
The third threshold is openness. This third threshold we must pass through creates a disposition where change may be preferable to the status quo. Openness takes courage. 
These first 3 thresholds are each passive in that they require no great commitment on our part. Human beings are born for the most part with the ability to trust, curiosity, and through courage, openness. However, the last two thresholds of our five are active and take our intentional effort.
The fourth threshold is seeking. This fourth threshold we must pass through engages us in the active discernment of a relationship with Jesus Christ. More than just learning “about” Jesus, those passing through this threshold are “dating with purpose” so to speak. There is now a certainty that a personal relationship with God IS possible. This is the threshold through which we count the cost of following Jesus and weigh the consequences.
The fifth threshold is intentional discipleship itself. This final threshold is where we go all in. Here we intentionally surrender ourselves to Jesus Christ. Jesus becomes the “Pearl of great price,” the buried treasure we sell all to possess. At this fifth threshold our “dating with purpose” becomes a “marriage” where Jesus Christ is the bridegroom and we (the Church) the bride.
Becoming intentional disciples creates a personal intimacy with Jesus Christ that connects us with him. And connecting with Jesus Christ in this intimate way as a disciple is our purpose in life. 
It is this intimacy with Jesus Christ that keeps us connected with all our fellow disciples who have gone before and who will follow after. This is the connection that saves us.

Lord Jesus, like the centurion of scripture whose words of trust we utter whenever we approach you at our altar (Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof but only say the word and my soul will be healed), draw close to us and our departed brothers and sisters, and never let us be separated from you, for moved by the Holy Spirit we pray this in your Holy Name,  Amen.

